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THE BROKEN COIN

By EMERSON HOUGH.

TWENTY-FIRST INSTALLMENT.

CHAPTER LXXIV.

The Encounter at Bea.

VEIL the soa, up loto the stars,
sped the distress call of the
ship at sea: S, O, B. Greis-
hoffen! ®. O. 8, Gretshoften!"

Broken, Incoherent at times, but Im-
Perative, the sirident wail of the wire-
Jeas clamored out Into the empty mir,
asking for oars far awey to listen to
what it sald. And ears did henr—the
ears of fricads,

The prime minister of Gretzhoffen, as
has been sald, had by this time suc-
eeeded in making some sort of g clear-
ance of the unwelcome gueata of the
Gretshoffen palace. He had got tne
King to bed, somo of his officerd 1o
borse, and & f(ew of his servana te
work, As for himaseif, he telt himself
unable to estabilsh he broken mu-
chinery of the guseinment gn wny best-
Ing basis. Freserick=Count Freuolck
—alie Mmup wite e suvlg braim ki
Wrin=woere was he!

Bent upon suswering for himselr thia
semowhst Imperstive  question, the
prime munisws  eds Sva, s ueee B
Where for some ciue W e  MGNE
moblemun, His asents ran the uall w
e dovk whenee Count rrederick had
salled so many days ngo. MHe learned
that al the time tne hoog's yache had
put nut thoers hed boen seon tne line of
amoke of a passing steanier, fur balow,
toward the mouth of the {ay. Appar-
ently the King's yacht had e gut win
the purposs of Intercepting this steani-
or. Whit, then, had happened none
oould tell. HSomewhere out on the seu
tho, nobleman of Gretahoffen had dis-
appearctd, Perhaps he was still st sew.
Purhapa even now he was coming back
to his own port,
errend, whatever It may have been.
That, at least, was o way Count Fred-
orick had.

A hercfore, =aid the prime ministe~

to himself, it might wel be Lrue that
Count Frederlck, having been gone a
certain period of time, might now he
ready to teturn.  These long ab-
sences were ususl with him, but al-
wuys he had comu begek. Hllh-ﬂo
that had meant his return h{
Now Il must mean his return by T
It might be quite sw well, reasoned
the prime minister, to have one of
the sarllest interviews with Count
Frederick un his return, It was well
surely, to ba well cstpblished witn
those who would take control of af-
fairs in  the distracted kingdom of
Gratshoffen.

“1 shall even take our other ywreht,
the Adelinn,” said the prime minister
to himself, “and put mysclf in the
wuy of the royai pacht, should it
now be returning.” And evem so he
did

The Adelina was & stout little
stenming craft, of good lines, and
well enough armed, bel indeerd,

vne of those m-pulﬂr craft suitable
for use in those watars, and for such
purposes as might pertain to King-
doma rarely free from poetity quarrcls
with this or that neighbor likewlss
dispored to arme.

The prime minister did not hasten
in hin errand, for indeed he had no
definite purpose in view. Only, hav-
ing put the Adelina intp commission,
he pughed oul quite beyond the bay,
untll he felt the long roll of the
Mediterranean undar him. Then, an
It chanced at a peint not so far from
thn late shipwreck of the Prinz Ad-
ler, he sinckencd speed and kept him-
#8lf barelv under way. Having noth-
Imi better to do, he walld

1t was night now, and
wern ahining brl.lhu mbove, Tha
gentle alrs of the south Furopsan sen
were soft and languorous. But, to
the prime minlkster, as he reatlessly
paced the deck of the Adelina, theso
things were lost. He was sngaged In
raflectlons of none too pleasant A na-
ture, Sighing, he aald’ to Tgmeelr”
“Thers s no use in this. 1 might as
well put hack.”

He tArnod as= the
aperator hastened (o him new, =
raper in nie hand He had not ng-
ticed the erackls of his own wirslesa
mants of lnte although from time to
time he had sent out signals in the
haope of striking somewhere some *n-
formation regarding the wmisslng
araft,

T beg pardon, sir,' sald the messen-
gor, “but we have fust got ap 8. O, 8
Homeone 1a calling the Adelina.'”

“Calling na—where I8 It—who 1s 7"
demanded the prima minister

the wmiara

boat'n wireless

“They are calling Grotzhoffen and
slaming ‘Frederick.” Tt In 8. 0. 8 ~they
aRr In trouble somewhere. \Who |s It,

excellency 7'

The orime miniater started as though
atruck by an electric ahock, “Fiederick!
Who bur the very man I wanr—Count
Frederick—and calling us'  Tell me—
what In It that he says?”*

“Only the sume thing, exeelleney—'8,
0. B.-Gretzhoffen— Adellina—Fredarick,
And, yes—he saye ‘175 miles south-
mouthwest.*

“One hundred and seventy-five miles.
that, of course, must mean from the
port whenee he sniled. We are more
than limlf of that whers we lle now—

we cannot be more than forty milea
from his this minute
“"Hasily within that, sxcellency, The

stuff comes nwfullr strong—they are
closs, that lp sure.

“‘Send the captain at onece. ordered
the offickal.

The rnuuln enme and learned thin
naws nlso. At once the bow of the yacht
wan headed toward this eall, whlch

# down out of the atara imploringly.
urking sprod.

That was what the nilght ealled out
with its myeterioun volee, The quick wit
of Count Frederick had avalled in this
emergency In which ha found himself,
He knew that Adelina would be In
coimmigslon, He hoped that someona
might be found to tpke command, He
knew that any aid whlvh came, must
come sonn,

The Adaline now swung inte full
epeed, her u-n‘lm-l nurﬂni softly In a
contnuoun roll as she took up her top

Ealt, and held it steadily. Always the
call came, "3 0O, §—~Gretahoffon--8, 0,
B ~Gretzhoffen.” For, as & matter of

fact, nlthough left long since in his own
den on the upper deck, the operator of
the Princess had dutifully done what he
had been hidden to do.

They plowed on Inte the atarry night
for some time. AL length an exclanm-
tlon eame from the eaptaln to the offi-

cinl who stood At '‘ss wide on  the
hridee,
"1 wen her'™ pald he  “Desad ghead,

and coming on at a good clin hersslf.
Serenming bloody murder.  Well, well,
wo Will see In . couple of fIffles what It
In all ahaut She's pot lluklnr--lhr'n
not on fire=whnt's wrong thees ™'
Meantime, on honrd the Princoes sich
canfusion relgned that at the time none
saw the swift approach of the Adelinn
The ownor of the Princess was busv
with his Inte prisoners. Count Frederick
AR once more assalled when he mi-
tompted to leave the wireless room—
where, as has been sald, the operator
sthll held to his task. wholly ignorant,

naturally, that his eall to Gretzhoffen
hud been answered thus swiftly. 1n-
deed, Frederick nnd Kitty both found

thempelves In desperate plight enough,
for one of them wis outnumbered. and
the ather overpowered,

Mt now there cume the calling of men
on deck. and the rush of fest as thiey
ran hero and there. Even Wyndhan,
engaged in his drunken sport of hertor-
Inek the wouk girl who cowerad helpless
and terrified in his own room, at length
left her aned came on deck.

By this time Frederick had onge more
hroken free of the men an deck whenes
he could see the outline of the oneams
ine hoat. The eearchlight of the Ade-
Hna swapt the decks of the rincess
Fuck of 1t could be sgonn Hitle exeant the
loom and its nlunge Into the sen dssd
ahead of the Princess )

lad blesa us!" exclulmed Wyndhamn,

having finiahed his |

“They are

almoat sobered now at this,
o i Hritish fug. |

firing om us—firing on the
w'nnm d?m& . :‘“ id the execn
“But n done, #ir,"”" sal L -
tve at hia elbow. when & """“'l
shot carried away A n::;t‘ of the bow-

.Tlll“ “k“. to, or she |
w 1
']‘;ll;:r pre damrmed  pirates!”  sald

Are
Wyndham. “I'll not have .

“Plrates or not, sir,” sald the execu-
tive offlcer, “they will sink us If we
don't round to."

The next instant he look the mnurr
into his own hands, The engine be
clangod below. ‘The ship slnckened lnn'd.
stopped, and lay roliing in the se+ Hy

uttl out well packed with marines,
q‘hlr“‘l*ll‘llﬂd abord m Mul

tathom, and appenred emines e
r lmlim-n }h‘l'tmﬂ:h&dh‘t‘,ﬂf

"\\'hut du .vuu mean by nt l!
'
“What de you mean by sending &

wirelons, .u-r demanded the officer of
marines. "You rulhd us, and we are
here, What I wrong s

*1_will well you what is wr hroke
in Count Frederick here, pushing hin
wuy foward, “'We are lwo prisoners
here—a young indy and myself. We
have been mishandled, both of us, by
this ruffian here, He ordered me in

thene words

“I um Count Frederick of Gretzhoffen,
of the king's cubinot, and his general-
In-chief as well," pald Count Frederick.
“"This ia the government boat for which

It yonder la the
miniuter o‘l‘ our ktr dom. We ::1«‘:
small people, nirmh, but we do not lack
wpirit. for your own ships If vou

like, and blow down our walls—you are
a stronger people than ours, But we
will see them fall befors we will humhle
ouraclves to such as you, As to what
you have done—say one word more, and
we will nink you and tuke our chances
with vour flag.”

Count Frederick, having thus spoken,
turned away, and pald no more atten-
tion to the mamter of the Princess,

“Come." mald he to Kitty, when at
lant he had found her,

In n few momenis the two wera om
board the yacht of thetr own country—
or al ll'll‘l that of Count Froederick.
With a final shot of deflance to the craft
from whieh they now had esensed, the
Adelina nenin got under way snd .-ant
n wide curve around, heading back for
the port of Gretzhoffen. The Princess,
soon hull-down In the distance, made
her way off am best she likod, to he
held thereafter only In a contemptuous
memory,

CHAPTER LXXV.
The King of All Countries.
Count Prederiok aignified to the prime

to his Uking at this tlme, and that he
deslred to bo mlone. On the dock ar the
Adellna, therefore, might now be seon
but two persons—Count Prederick  un i
Kitty Gray. They sat near the il
beth sllent, the girl looking out over the
rinpling sea, across which the good boat
now wan leaping on her homewnrd way
pdemolselle.” muld he, moftly, his
hand falling on hoers as it luy on the
rotl.  “"Mademolselle—
Slie stirred—moved--but did not with-
draw the hand. Stlll she lookcd out
fcrorn that sea beyond whose waves lny
llm awn country, so nry far away
'Mllil\'lﬂﬂll.“l' hn onte more,
a0, we nre golng ll“lt.

] She half turned on him st this—
Ihmmh #Ll) her hand lay under his
I “‘Hoon,' sald she. at length, aighing.

“1 must be golng.” Her voice had no

elollm in it. after all
|}g mademolselle, where?' re.
htmd ount Frederick,

"“llgme, ncross the
ke & dream.
l:I I am alive,”

mea. It has all been
I wonder Il 1 am awuke,

‘I thank heaven that you are hoth,
rinacmolselle. As to your return, how
can thet beT™"

“My work In dane here. I have no rea-
son for ramaining.™

“No reason, mademolsella? Our work
in  but inn ~{ say, our work.
| Mademolselle — Katharine — you know,,
| ¥ou surely know'"

He could see the color rise In the
cheek turned away from him, but she
mide no answer.

“Oh," he went on. rapldly. 'l know—
do 1 not know? Home puwer drove ua
nn—aome g purposs was under your
coming here—it was some plan of fate
which brought you. As you have sald,
the coln lself spokes with lta broken
tongue.  All the tima it has been cry-
ing out, endeavoring to speak—ta tell
what was hid—to tell us, mademolisells.

whit was right.’

“Yes,” suld she, slowly. “Liberty -
ustice—thnt war the mossage that It
nennt, perhaps, Those were the buried
tranrures which so lung bave been lost

1o this people.”’
(Continued Tomorrow.)
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NY COLORED LAUNDRESSE work hy wenk
_or month, fArst-class reforence. N e
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l::T\‘tr": .n.u -.r ‘n‘t' o 'hun.- Hnln 183,

Washington, Baltimore and Sub-
urban Moving.
Northeast Ex-

press Company,
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Hemired o dinco fur cash

HOPWOOD' ‘~‘.

) EIGHTH AND K,
DON ¥ WABTE TIME writ b hand.
nting an UNDERWOOD -n-l using it ml
YBur correspondence means special renulon

Pald (o your i=tier
eventually buy
WHITEHR ),

WANTEI}—MISCELLANEOUS

"ESTABLISHED 1866
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